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work of God. The reasoning seemed’to go like this (pieced together from vague memories of class lectures, readings and student sermons/ *
testimonies): “If God is about the business of redeeming all of creation, then nothing lies outside the purview of redemption. Thus, the
Church should participate in that redemptive work by expanding its ministry beyond the Word, sacraments and prayer to include soup
kitchens, food pantries, international clean water initiatives, tree planting, environmental endeavors, labor reform, artistic endeavors,
the alleviation of poverty, orphan care, etc., etc., ad infinitum.” As a (potential) pastor, | felt overwhelmed to say the least.

That is the main reason why | have appreciated a book entitled What is the Mission of the Church? Makrng Sense of Social Justice, Shalom
and the Great Commission by Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert. I’m only about half-way through it and I’m already relieved.

One: of the most helpful distinctions they make is between the Church as an institution and the Church as a collection of individual
Christians. They are concerned primarily with the former and conclude that “The church is sent into the world to witness to Jesus by
proclaiming the gospel and'making disciples of all nations” (26). Stated another way elsewhere: “The mission of the church is to'go into
the world and make disciples by declaring the gospel of Jesus Christ in the power of the Spirit and gathering these disciples into churches,
that they might worship the Lord and obey his commands now and in eternity to.the glory of God the Father" (62). - Thus, the mission of
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December 10th is our annual "Secret Shop"!

The Secret Shop is a "store" that we set up for
children to do their holiday shopping. This is a
wonderful opportunity for children to purchase
gifts "on their own" for a very reasonable

cost. Parents wait in the lobby while the children
enter into the shop through a special gingerbread
house. With their prepared lists, they make their
selections and then go to the amazing gift
wrapping section. This is a wonderful activity for
children, parents and helpers. All money raised
goes to the Deacon's fund. Children to middle
school age from PPC as well as other churches
and schools are welcome to participate. We are in
need of adults to help, either as shopper's helpers
or gift wrappers. Please contact Mae Higgins or
Cindy Shelton for more info or to volunteer.

Two special music programs are planned for
December. December 4th, 2nd hour will be the Adult

cantata, "Mary, Did you Know?".

served following the presentation.

A light lunch will be
Our children will

the Church, as an institution, is essentially disciple-making via verbal proclamation. And that’s it.
] When we lose sight of this “we sometimes put hard ‘oughts’ on Christians where there should be inviting ‘cans.”’ For example, someone
9:30 am Worship Service might say, “you ought to do something about human trafficking, AIDS, lack of good public education, etc.,” implying “that if the church .
11'_00 sund P School does not tackle these problems we are being disobedient. We think it would be better to invite 1nd1v1dual Christians, in keeping with their
00 am, . un_ ay SC 90 gifts and-calling, to try to solve these problems rather than lndlctlng the church for “not caring’” (22)
6:30 pm Evening S_erwce
, To be clear, this is not to say that mlmstnes within the local church that meet practical needs are 1lleg1t1mate However, those mlmstrres
should serve the mission of the Church. For example, Operatlon Christmas Child meets a material need and also communicates the gospel.
N ESL meets a practical need and also communicates the gospel. To the extent that an endeavor can be shown to' assist-in the propagation
of the gospel (perhaps everiin a preparatory way), it can be légitimized. But the vast majority of the “good works” that Christians are to
do so that others “may see them and gwe glory to your Father who is in heaven" (Mt 5:16) should be undertaken by 1nd1v1dual Christians,
in-keeping with their gifts and calling. .
| hope that you find this as relrevmg as | have. Neither you nor I can do everything; and the good news is that we’re not called to.
However, we are called to do what we can, in keeping with our individual gifts and calling, in the spheres of influence in whrch God has
_placed us. With that in mind, and with the aid of God’s grace and Spirit, let’s accept that mission and do it well.
Michael D. Williams, Far.As the Curse Is Found (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2005), 273 and 284. . .
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perform "Beneath a Shining Star” on Sunday evening, -
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congregational Christmas caroling in place of the ]
evening service on Dec.18th. Stay "tuned" for more
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On the Mission of the Church

| have to admit that as a seminary student and recent graduate | was a little confused about what exactly a local church should
be doing in terms of mission. Some of that had to do with my insensitivity to the fact that the Lord was calling me to vocational
ministry, a reality that | didn’t honestly grapple with until God had shut every other door during our last semester in seminary.
Had | been more cooperative earlier in seminary | would have begun thinking earlier and more seriously about the mission of the
Church.

But my confusion stemmed from elsewhere, too. Let me explain: One of the things I’m most grateful to have learned in
seminary is that God’s redemptive intentions extend beyond the souls of his people. Upon entering seminary I, like many
contemporary evangelicals, understood salvation as “going to heaven when | die.” That is, upon death or Jesus’ return my soul
. would go to heaven to be with the Lord forever. My body and the earth in which it was buried would, | don’t know, burn up? Go
: away? Whatever happened to the material universe would be immaterial (no pun intended) because salvation was immaterial.
Right?

Wrong. Without going into all of the biblical detail, suffice it to say that our final salvation will be anything but immaterial.
Rather, it will be experienced in a new heavens and a new earth where our souls will be reunited with our bodies and we will
dwell with the Lord forever in a restored, material existence. As one of my professors puts it, “The people of God will not
escape physicality nor will God create an utterly different world or alternative world for them. Rather, God will renew, purify,
and cleanse this world of sin;” and in the consummated kingdom salvation will entail “restoring man in the entirety of his
existence, including his bodily existence.” Wow. That is a much more comprehensive, satisfying and biblical understanding of
salvation; and having been clearly demonstrated from Scripture it wasn’t confusing in the least. (Cont’d on page 2)



